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G. TRANSPORTATION POLICIES 
 

 

PURPOSE 
The Transportation section establishes 
objectives and strategies for the 
implementation of a safe, efficient, and 
effective multi-modal transportation 
network that supports the needs of all users 
and the goals of the City land use plan. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
The heaviest demand on the transportation 
system is generated by commuters to work. 
Much of that demand occurs in peak travel 
hours in the morning and evening. Over the 
years the locations of employment centers in 
and around Auburn have changed. Jobs are 
no longer only located in the downtown 
core in mills, shops, offices, and retail stores. 
Instead, employment has been dispersed to the north 
around the north Auburn retail district, to the south in 
industrial parks near the Turnpike interchange, as well 
as some staying in downtown. Many Auburn residents 
work in Lewiston, where the largest employers in the 
region are located, or greater Portland, due to Auburn’s 
housing affordability attracting households north. 
Many people employed in Auburn and Lewiston live in 
growing nearby suburban towns. Auburn is 
unavoidably part of a regional transportation network. 

 
The transportation network is affected by the presence 
of two natural barriers, the Androscoggin River and 
Little Androscoggin River. The Androscoggin River separates the two largest employment 
centers, Lewiston and Auburn. Traffic between the two communities is channeled to four 
bridges that cross the River.  The Little Androscoggin River creates significant gaps in access to 
land in New Auburn, with Washington Street (U.S. Route 202/Maine Route 4) running north 
and south to its west. 

 
Connections to other cities in Maine and New England are limited. Access to the one nearby 

 
 
 

	
	
Goal	 G.1:	 Auburn	 supports	 real-estate	
growth	 patterns	 that	 fully	 utilize	 the	
capacity	of	all	road	networks	in	the	city	and	
making	 necessary	 additional	 connections	
between	 road	 networks	 to	 advance	 this	
goal.	 	 Transportation	 network	 expansions	
are	 supported	 by	 land	 use	 changes	 that	
result	 in	 economically	 sustainable	
outcomes.	

	
Goal	 G.2:	 Auburn	 has	 a	 well-designed–and	
functioning	 road	 network	 that	 safely	 and	
efficiently	moves	 all	manner	 of	 users	 (cars,	
buses,	 bikes,	 and	 pedestrians)	 into	 and	
through	 the	 community	 while	expanding	
traditional	residential	neighborhood	growth	
patterns	 in	 Danville	 and	 New	 Auburn.		
Expansions	 in	 neighborhood	 growth	 are	 in	
keeping	 with	 traditional	 transportation	
network	 patterns,	 such	 as	 interconnected	
streets	 that	 provide	 multiple	 travel	
patterns,	 avoiding	 a rigid hierarchy of 
streets.	

	
Goal	 G.3:	 Auburn	 remains	 a	 multi-modal	
hub	providing	 access	 to	 rail,	 air,	 truck,	 and	
transit	 amenities,	 and	 seeks	 to	 continually	
improve	 these	 connections	 with	
economically	 sustainable	 expansions	where	
feasible.	

Transportation	Goals:	
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section of the regional expressway system, the Maine Turnpike, is five miles from downtown 
Auburn and seven miles from the commercial area north of downtown. With the exception of 
those employers located in the industrial parks near the Turnpike interchange, connections 
from the Turnpike to the employment and business centers of both cities are poor and need 
improvement.  Given the open-barrier nature of the Turnpike between Exit 75 Auburn and Exit 
86 Sabattus, the lack of access to this transportation capacity limits in-fill growth. 
 
The goals set forth in the City’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan, as well as previous planning efforts 
completed regionally and at a state level call for more direct connections to both Washington 
Street and the Maine Turnpike, which, in turn, would help leverage the goals of creating 
gateways along Washington Street (Route 202/100) and Riverside Drive (Route 136). 
 
The ultimate vision would be an extension of Rodman Road through Washington Street 
northbound, Broad Street, South Main Street, possibly to Vickery Road or nearby, directly tied 
to a new Exit 77.  Neighborhoods with bicycle and pedestrian provision would link to these 
connector roadways as well as an extension and integration into existing and future off-road 
and trail networks. 
	
Much of the travel demand in the region takes place in automobiles and light trucks, often with 
only one occupant. One way to reduce congestion is to reduce the reliance on travel by single 
occupant vehicles. 

 
One of the recurring themes in the Comprehensive Plan is the interaction between land use and 
transportation. This Plan seeks to maximize use of the existing transportation capacity in the 
road network that traverses Auburn and expand as needed to provide access in a way that 
mitigates unnecessary vehicle trips through residential neighborhoods, where complete streets 
give equal priority to pedestrians and cyclists. This is achieved in part by protecting the role of 
control of access highways that move east to west and north to south in Auburn, and through 
land use policies that prioritize development form. 

 
VISION 

 

Auburn’s transportation network of roads, sidewalks, and bike lanes along with rail, 
air, and mass transit systems provide all users with safe and efficient movement 
throughout the community and beyond. Better integration of the interstate system 
into Auburns existing road network to promote smart growth infill development. 

 

The road network is safe and efficient and accommodates drivers, pedestrians, and 
cyclists. A hierarchy of roads ensures that traffic moves through the community on 
designated routes, providing appropriate access and suitable traffic flow. It also 
protects the integrity of established residential neighborhoods and gives priority to 
pedestrians, cyclists, and transit (bus, rail, etc.) in the densely built-up areas of the 
City, such as New Auburn and Downtown Auburn. Major roads efficiently move 
traffic through the community to significant local and regional destinations. 



City of Auburn Comprehensive Plan - 2021 Chapter 1: Goals, Policies, & Strategies 

DRAFT 4/01/2021 3 

 

 

Collector roads provide links within Auburn that alleviate traffic congestion and 
serve the needs of additional traffic created by community and regional growth 
areas. Local roads provide safe and attractive neighborhood access for all users – 
drivers, pedestrians, and cyclists. 

 

The community supports long-range transportation planning that is linked to land 
use planning to mitigate the potential for congestion and to provide for greater 
regional access. Such planning seeks to push through-traffic out of established 
neighborhoods and downtowns to make walking and biking and increased 
commercial activity more inviting. Such planning also involves the Maine 
Department of Transportation, the Maine Turnpike Authority, the Maine Port 
Authority, the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority, the 
Lewiston/Auburn Complete Streets Committee and other local and regional 
transportation agencies. It seeks to ensure appropriate turnpike development, ready 
access, and road infrastructure redevelopment projects that meet the needs of the 
community and the region. 

 

Auburn prides itself on its role as a regional intermodal hub that includes the 
potential for high- volume rail and airfreight service. Auburn seeks to implement 
regional passenger/commuter hub options to expand rail and air travel opportunities 
that connect Greater Lewiston-Auburn first to Portland and   Boston and later to 
destinations such as Montreal, PQ.

POLICIES 
 

G.1 TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT 
Goal G.1:  Auburn supports real-estate growth patterns that fully utilize the 
capacity of all road networks in the city and making necessary additional 
connections between road networks to advance this goal.  Transportation network 
expansions are supported by land use changes that result in economically 
sustainable outcomes. 

An important mechanism for mitigating potential traffic congestion is integrating land-use 
objectives with existing transportation capacity and utilizing “transportation demand 
management,” a strategy to reduce traffic during peak travel hours. Without linking 
transportation capacity with future growth plans, transportation problems in Auburn c o u l d  
e m e r g e  from inadequate capacity to move traffic during the AM and PM peak hour 
periods. The efficiency of the road network can be improved by making strategic new 
connections, shifting vehicle trips from peak to off-peak periods, and by increasing car- and van-
pooling and public transit, including intra and intercity commuter options (bus and rail). 

 
Objective G.1.1: 
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Manage the share of new vehicle trips during the AM and PM peak hours generated by new 
nonresidential development. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.1.1.a: 
Require that applicants for site plan review incorporate transportation demand 
management strategies into their traffic study, including the consideration of car- and van- 
pooling and transit use. Utilize these approaches to manage peak hour trips when possible. 

 
Strategy G.1.1.b: 
Require that new nonresidential developments which add a large number of employees 
include facilities that encourage transportation demand management, such as preferential 
parking for car and van pools, and transit stops where feasible. 

 
Objective G.1.2: 
Reduce the number of vehicle trips during the AM and PM peak hours generated by existing 
major employers (more than 50 employees). 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.1.2.a: 
Develop a program to work with major employers to explore the feasibility of implementing 
transportation demand measures such as car- and van pools, and/or shift of work hours. 

 
Objective G.1.3:  
Ensure that expansions in the transportation network are justified by economically viable and 
sustainable land use changes. 
 
Strategy G.1.3.a:  
Expansions of land use and associated transportation outcomes include a 25-year calculation of no 
net new cost to the overall City tax base, i.e. the community impact of the properties and the 
additional burden on utilities will be net zero due to increased assessments and utility fees. 
 

G.2 ROAD NETWORK 
Goal G.2: Auburn has a well-designed–and functioning road network that safely 
and efficiently moves all manner of users (cars, buses, bikes, and pedestrians) into 
and through the community while expanding traditional residential neighborhood 
growth patterns in Danville and New Auburn.  Expansions in neighborhood growth 
are in keeping with traditional transportation network patterns, such as 
interconnected streets that provide multiple travel patterns, avoiding a rigid 
hierarchy of streets. 
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The road network in Auburn serves a 
variety of users including local residents, 
commuters, and visitors traveling to 
destinations in and around the City, and to 
communities to the north, south, east, and 
west. The network includes a series of 
major arterial roads that move traffic 
through the community and link people to 
the Turnpike, the Downtown, the North 
Auburn Retail District, as well as outlying 
communities. A network of collector roads 
connect local roads with arterials, and help 
to address the changing traffic pattern, 
particularly around the North Auburn 
Retail District area, that has developed 
since the year 2000. A series of local public 
and private roads connect neighborhoods to 
business, recreation, and educational 
destinations through automobile, 
pedestrian, and bicycle links. 

 

 
MAJOR ROAD NETWORK 

 
Major roads serve traffic moving in and 
out of Auburn, as well as traffic moving 
around the City. They provide efficient 
linkages between neighborhood, business, 
and community destinations; and the 
major employment centers near the 
Turnpike and Airport. Major roads include 
Route 4 (Center Street/Union Street), 
Minot Avenue, Washington Street, and 
Riverside Drive.

 
 

Objective G.2.1: 
Ensure that the Route 4 corridor (Union Street/Center Street/Turner Road) allows for the 
effective movement of traffic, while continuing to provide safe access to area businesses and 
neighborhoods. 
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Strategies to achieve this objective: 
 

Strategy G.2.1.a: 
Address volume and congestion along Center Street/Turner Road. 

i. Conduct a study of lane configuration and utilization to determine if a road diet is a 
viable solution to enable better access to non-vehicular access of Center Street.  

ii. Support the short-term goal of the 2008 Center Street Traffic Management Study to 
implement a signal coordination plan. 

iii. Support the continued review and appropriate implementation of the 2008 Center 
Street Traffic Management Study to address on-going traffic management and safety 
issues. 

iv. Study the possibility of new road reconfiguration and/or additional signalization to 
alleviate congestion due to turning traffic at the intersection of Turner Street/Center 
Street by refining and further moving along the design from the 2008 Center Street 
Traffic Management Study.  

 
Strategy G.2.1.b: 
Review and revise access management measures to limit the number of curb cuts along 
Center Street and Turner Road (Route 4) and promote the development of interconnected 
lots and shared parking areas using the 2008 Center Street Traffic Management Study as a 
reference. 

 
Strategy G.2.1.c: 
Improve pedestrian and bicycle access along the Route 4 Corridor. 

i. Develop safe pedestrian crossings through the installation of relief medians and 
raised crosswalks at major intersections and the establishment of longer pedestrian 
crossing signals. 

ii. Require, as part of any road redevelopment project, that sidewalks, signaled 
crosswalks, and dedicated bike lanes be included and/or upgraded as needed. 

iii. Assess the feasibility of establishing a midblock pedestrian crossing to connect 
Pettengill Park and its surrounding neighborhoods to the downtown. 

 
Strategy G.2.1.d: 
Establish streetscape and site design criteria that promote the creation of an attractive 
gateway along the Route 4 Corridor. (See Chapter 2. Future Land Use Plan) 

i. Require, as part of any road redevelopment project, landscaped esplanades 
separating sidewalks from travel lanes, when feasible. 

ii. Establish site design standards that support appropriate access to new developments 
including: 
• Shared parking lots located at the side and rear of buildings. 
• Buffers separating commercial uses from residential areas ensuring that lighting, 

noise, and traffic do not negatively impact neighborhoods. 

• Well-landscaped pedestrian access amenities (sidewalks, lighting, and medians) 
within and between parking lots, buildings, and the street. 
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• Adequate bicycle parking facilities. 
 

Objective G.2.2: 
Encourage the use of Minot Avenue as a primary east-west travel corridor through the 
community. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.2.a: 
Address volume and safety along Minot Avenue and adjoining streets. 

i. Examine the potential for reducing traffic lanes in each direction with a turning lane 
on Minot Avenue from the Minot town line to Academy Street as discussed in the 
Route 4/Route 11 Feasibility Study dated October of 2011. 

ii. Address access concerns at the intersection of Poland Road and Minot Avenue to 
improve function and safety. 

iii. Utilize a variety of design strategies to discourage excessive vehicular travel speeds 
on Court Street and Park Avenue to keep through traffic on Minot Avenue. 

iv. Adjust the movements and do signal warrant analyses, on street parking on Main 
Street prior to Academy Street. 
 

Strategy G.2.2.b: 
Review and revise access management measures to limit the number of curb cuts along 
Minot Avenue and to promote the development of interconnected lots and shared parking 
areas. 

 
Strategy G.2.2.c: 
Support initiatives to reconfigure the Minot Avenue Rotary with the purpose of simplifying 
the connection from Minot Avenue to the downtown to increase safety. (See also 
G.2.3.b.i and G.2.3.c.i) 

 
Strategy G.2.2.d: 
Establish streetscape and site design criteria that promote the creation of an attractive 
gateway along Minot Avenue (see Chapter 2. Future Land Use Plan). 

i. Require, as part of any road redevelopment project, that sidewalks, signaled 
crosswalks, and dedicated bike lanes are included and/or upgraded as needed. 

ii. Establish site design standards that support appropriate development along the 
corridor including: 
• Shared parking lots located at the side and rear of buildings. 
• Buffers separating commercial uses from residential areas ensuring that lighting, 

noise, and traffic do not negatively impact neighborhoods. 
• Well-landscaped pedestrian access amenities (sidewalks, lighting, and medians) 

among parking lots, buildings, and the street. 

• Adequate bicycle parking facilities and dedicated bike lanes throughout Minot 
Avenue. 
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Objective G.2.3: 
Establish Washington Street as the gateway to Auburn. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.3.a:  
Work with MaineDOT and other agencies/entities to modify Washington Street southbound to 
accommodate through traffic in both directions in support of regional mobility, including a new 
intersection/interchange with Rodman Road.  Reconstruct the existing Washington Street 
northbound to serve local land uses, accompanied by new zoning guidance.  Implement 
recommended changes as appropriate and feasible. 
 
Strategy G.2.3b:  

Establish streetscape and site design criteria to promote attractive mixed-use development 
along Washington Street-northbound: 

i. Require, as part of any road redevelopment project, paved shoulders dedicated for 
pedestrian and bicycle travel. 

ii. Provide appropriate form-based code to support multi-modal development outcomes, 
resulting in street that is more local in use and accommodation. 

 
Strategy G.2.3.c: 
Review and revise access management measures to limit the number of curb cuts along 
Washington Street-Northbound and Outer Washington Street (from Beech Hill Road to the New 
Gloucester Town Line), and to promote the development of interconnected lots and shared 
parking areas. 
 

Objective G.2.4: 
Establish Riverside Drive as the southern gateway to Auburn. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.4.a: 
Promote appropriate development along Riverside Drive that meets current needs while 
allowing for changes in the development pattern consistent with the possible future 
development of additional turnpike access. (See Chapter 2. Future Land Use Plan and the New 
Auburn Master Plan) 

i. Require paved shoulders dedicated for pedestrian and bicycle travel as part of any 
road redevelopment project south of the turnpike bridge. 

 

ii. Require, as part of any road redevelopment project north of the turnpike bridge, that 
sidewalks, crosswalks, and dedicated bike lanes are included and/or upgraded 
where feasible. 

iii. Establish site design standards that support appropriate development along the 
corridor including: 
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• Shared parking lots located at the side and rear of buildings. 
• Landscaped buffers between existing parking lots and the right-of-way 

 
Strategy G.2.4.b: 
Review and revise access management measures to limit the number of curb cuts along 
Riverside Drive and maintain significant frontage requirements, encourage shared access, 
and limit curb cut development. 

 
 
Objective G.2.5:  
Support long-term regional transportation and land use/zoning efforts to provide additional 
access to areas of the community that envision sustainable growth, such as Danville and New 
Auburn, north and west of the Maine Turnpike. 
 

Strategies to achieve this objective: 
 

Strategy G.2.5.a: 
Continue to engage in dialogue with the Maine Department of Transportation, Maine 
Turnpike Authority (MTA), and regional transportation agencies to pursue the construction 
of a new turnpike interchange between South Main Street and Riverside Drive (State Route 
136). 

 
Strategy G.2.5.b: 
Study the feasibility of creating a connector road between the new turnpike interchange and 
Washington Street-northbound/Rodman Road that would efficiently connect to a controlled 
access Washington Street-southbound. This would increase access to the proposed Rowe’s 
Corner business/ industrial development area, and connect the Washington Street corridor 
to Riverside Drive. 

 
Strategy G.2.5.c:  
Define the need for new connectivity from a perspective of supporting enhanced access to 
sustainable land use changes, as identified in Goal G.2., as opposed to resolving existing 
transportation deficiencies. 
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CONNECTOR ROAD NETWORK 
 

To accommodate growth in traffic, a designated connector road network should be established. 
Two areas of particular concern are the North Auburn Retail District , and traffic flowing east 
and west to and from Oxford County. The increase in the North Auburn Retail District traffic 
has led to congestion in the Route 4 corridor. This   has caused motorists to seek alternative 
routes to and from the North Auburn Retail District, the Veteran’s Bridge, and the I-95 
interchange. This Plan proposes the use of Mt Auburn Avenue and Hotel Road as a means of 
connecting the two areas. Increased development in outlying towns, including Turner and 
Minot, has also lead to additional traffic pressures and the establishment of two emerging 
connector routes – Turner Street and the Young’s Corner/Mt Auburn crossing to the west. This 
Plan seeks to address traffic in these areas by establishing road and land use standards that 
support appropriate traffic flow along the designated connector road network. 

 
In addition to outlying connector roads, the Plan also considers the reconfiguration of in-town 
traffic as a means of providing safe and efficient movement into and out of the downtown. To 
this end, proposed below are a realignment of traffic along Elm Street and High Street, and the 
reconfiguration of downtown New Auburn’s road network. 

 
Objective G.2.6: 
Ensure that Turner Street, adjoining the Route 4 Corridor, is well maintained and provides 
for appropriate access to neighborhoods and businesses. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 
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Strategy G.2.6.a: 
Establish Turner Street, between Mt. Auburn Avenue and Center Street, as an “access 
management corridor” that promotes efficient movement of local traffic and provides 
bicycle, pedestrian, and transit access to the Community College and Lake Auburn. 

i. As part of any road redevelopment project, require that sidewalks, crosswalks, 
dedicated bike lanes, and landscaped esplanades (separating sidewalks from travel 
lanes), be included and/or upgraded where feasible. 

 
Strategy G.2.6.b: 
Establish Turner Street, between Union Street and Mt. Auburn Ave, as a local corridor 
providing local vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit access to the downtown and the 
North Auburn Retail District   area. 

i. Develop a comprehensive plan for 
upgrading the Turner Street corridor to 
make it a more livable, “complete” street 
including complete connections of 
sidewalks.  

ii. Identify appropriate improvements at 
the intersection of Dennison Street and 
Turner Street to slow traffic and 
discourage the use of Dennison as an 
alternative to the Union Street Bypass. 

iii. Consider moving the left turn 
movement to access Turner Street at the 
intersection of Turner, Union, and 
Center from Turner Street to Union 
Street, in order to discourage the use of 
Dennison Street, as discussed in the 2008 
Center Street TSM Study. 

iv. Establish additional appropriately 
designed connections from Broadview 
Avenue to Turner Street as a means of 
diverting residential traffic from Center 
Street to Turner Street, while 
discouraging “cut-through” commuter 
and truck traffic. 

v. Require, as part of any road 
redevelopment project, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, and 
dedicated bike lanes to be 
included and/or upgraded 
where feasible. 
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Strategy G.2.7.b: 
Study the impacts of increased traffic from western communities along Jackson Hill Road, 
Holbrook Road, Marston Hill Road, Hatfield Road, Hersey Hill Road and at the Young’s 
Corner/ Mt Auburn/ Summer Street crossing, and implement appropriate traffic control and 
intersection configuration to maintain and improve function of the roads.  

 
Objective G.2.8: 
Work to ensure that through traffic primarily uses designated travel routes. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.8.a: 
Install signage to direct traffic to appropriate through travel routes, including to and from 
the turnpike and the North Auburn Retail District via either Washington Street/Route 4 or 
Hotel Road/Mt Auburn Avenue. 
 
Strategy G.2.8.b: 
Enforce City truck routes to ensure that truck traffic remains on roads designated to 
accommodate it. 
 
Strategy G.2.8.c: 
Enable a road diet on Court Street from Minot Avenue to Lewiston, divert commuter traffic 
to Route 4. 

 
Objective G.2.9: 
Encourage a safe, vibrant downtown road network that accommodates all users. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.9.a: 
Establish Elm Street as a primary route from Main Street and the downtown neighborhoods 
to Minot Ave, developing an attractive, well-designed streetscape: 

i. Streetscape improvements should include landscaped esplanade, designated on- 
street parking, bike lanes, and well-maintained sidewalks and crosswalks. 

ii. Consider eliminating the ability to make left turns onto or from High Street, and 
removing the signal at the intersection of High Street and Minot Avenue, in order to 
encourage traffic to use Elm Street. 

iii. Consider eliminating the Academy Street connection between High Street and Main 
Street if necessary for the Great Falls School site redevelopment. 

 
Strategy G.2.9.b: 
Extend the Main Street streetscape improvements along all of Main Street and, continuing 
along Mill Street, into New Auburn. 
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i. Support the establishment of a green gateway along underdeveloped portions of 
Main Street to re-establish views of the Little Androscoggin River. 

 
Strategy G.2.9.c: 
Redesign the Pleasant Street/Turner Street connection to discourage high speed through 
traffic bound for Center Street. 

i. Limit Pleasant Street to one way heading south. 
ii. Provide on-street parking and landscaping to narrow the roadway. 

      
Strategy G.2.9.d:  
Provide creative parking solutions to meet the need of downtown neighborhoods and 
businesses. 

i. Eliminate parking minimums for all commercial properties, including multifamily 
developments. 

ii. Encourage on street parking, install meters to increase turnover in highly desirable 
locations. Use some revenue from the meters to fund enforcement of on street parking 
time limits. 

iii. Strategically allow off-street parking in the rear of new buildings, where it makes 
sense to do so.  

iv. Allow for tandem parking spaces where feasible. 
v. Allow for the development of communal off-street lots within reasonable distance of 

new residential and nonresidential developments. 
vi. Encourage the landscaping and lighting of parking lots; and provide pedestrian 

access from parking lots to traditional downtown businesses, the riverfront, and the 
street. 

vii. Consider the development of satellite parking areas connected to the downtown by 
shuttles or other transit services to alleviate the need for parking downtown, and 
free up space for more valuable commercial development. Work with other 
communities to establish ideal locations for park and ride. 

 
Strategy G.2.9.e: 
Develop a greenbelt bicycle/pedestrian connection between Pettengill Park and West Pitch 
Park that includes a safe, feasible pedestrian railroad crossing. 
 

 

Strategy G.2.9.f: 
Develop a greenbelt bicycle/pedestrian connection from West Pitch Park into Moulton Field 
and New Auburn via the Little Androscoggin River/Barker Mill Trail. 
 
Strategy G.2.9.g: Look at possible elimination of infrequently used turning lanes for 
conversion of downtown Court to on-street parking. 

 

LOCAL STREET NETWORK 
 

Local streets primarily serve residential areas, and connect neighborhoods to the larger road 
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network. Local streets should not be used for through traffic or as short-cuts. The plan 
recommends that all streets be built to City standards and provide appropriate pedestrian and 
bicycle connections. 

 
Objective G.2.10: 
Encourage appropriate local road development that minimizes the impact of such 
development on City services. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.10.a: 
Require all new and renovated private roads to meet appropriate City standards for roads. 

 

Strategy G.2.10.b: 
Explore revising road standards to require that new rural and suburban style developments 
establish and maintain private roads, while also prohibiting the conversion of private roads 
to public roads. 

i. Notify homebuyers of the legal and monetary ramifications of purchasing property 
on a private road. 

ii. Ensure that deeds preclude the conversion of private roads to public roads, clearly 
define ownership and maintenance responsibilities for private road ownership, and 
provide legal remedies for property owners who do not contribute to private road 
upkeep. 

 
Strategy G.2.10.c: 
Limit the need for new roads by encouraging infill development within the identified 
growth areas. (See Chapter 2. Future Land Use Plan) 

 
Objective G.2.11: 
Provide a network of safe, interconnected pedestrian and bicycle amenities. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 

Strategy G.2.11.a: 
Undertake a comprehensive review of pedestrian and bicycle access within Auburn 
addressing location, need, and maintenance. (Also see M.3.4 in Public Facilities) 

i. Develop a cost-effective and appropriate pedestrian and bicycle plan to meet the 
needs of urban and rural residents. 

ii. Ensure that the local plan is compatible with the long-term goal of the 2008 ATRC 
Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan to create a regional network of sidewalks, bike 
lanes, and trails. 

iii. Share information on bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and desired improvements, 
with the Maine Department of Transportation, L/A Trails, and the Bicycle Coalition 
of Maine. This will assure that planning and funding are done on a comprehensive 
basis. 
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Strategy G.2.11.b: 
Require, where appropriate within designated residential and mixed use growth areas, 
that all local roads include at least a 6-foot wide sidewalk.  

i. Encourage, where right-of-way widths allow, the establishment of landscaped 
esplanades between travel lanes and the sidewalk. 

 
Strategy G.2.11.c: 
Establish neighborhood bicycle routes to link riders to major destinations via safe 
streets.       

 
Strategy G.2.11.d: 
Outside of the designated growth areas, require all local roads to include a paved shoulder 
of at least 4-feet in width. This will provide pedestrian and bicycle connections to local and 
connector roads, to community destinations, and to existing/proposed trails. 

 
Objective G.2.12: 
Discourage the use of local streets by through traffic or as short-cuts. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.2.12.a: 
When residential streets are improved or reconstructed, incorporate design elements that 
slow traffic and discourage through traffic. 

 
Strategy G.2.12.b: 
Implement a sign program to discourage the use of local streets by through traffic and to 
direct motorists to appropriate collector or arterial streets. 

 
Strategy G.2.12.c: 
Make enforcement of speed limits on local streets a priority. 
 
 

G.3 TRANSPORTATION NETWORK 
 
Goal G.3: Auburn remains a multi-modal hub providing access to rail, air, truck, and transit 
amenities, and seeks to continually improve these connections with economically sustainable 
expansions where feasible. 

As a transportation service center, the City plays an important role in regional and state efforts 
to expand and improve rail, air, and truck services. The Comprehensive Plan supports continued 
City, regional, and state efforts to expand and enhance freight and passenger intermodal 
facilities. This includes continued support for existing rail and air facilities, and the promotion 
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of passenger service. The Plan also acknowledges the City’s strong ties to the turnpike, and 
seeks to ensure that Auburn is well positioned to benefit from local and regional turnpike 
development projects. 

 
Auburn plays an integral role in regional traffic and transit services that goes beyond the 
services of its intermodal facility, The Plan encourages the City to work closely with 
Androscoggin Transportation Resource Center (ATRC) to promote regional and long-range 
traffic studies, ensure that Auburn streets can continue to adequately support local and 
commuter traffic, and provide feasible options for regional mass transit (including bus and 
rideshare programs). 

 
Objective G.3.1: 
Support the development of additional transportation infrastructure to promote continued 
growth in and around the Auburn freight intermodal facility, and support the construction of 
a passenger intermodal facility at the Auburn/Lewiston Airport. 

 
Strategies to achieve this objective: 

 
Strategy G.3.1.a: (Jonathan to help with language) 
Support the expansion of passenger rail between Portland and Auburn. Recommendations of 
the ATRC Long Range Transportation Plan to promote rail   industry growth including: 

i. Expanding the high-speed passenger rail designation from Auburn to the western 
Maine border.  

ii. Upgrading the lines to support heavier loads to keep up with the demand of the 
Foreign Trade Zone. 

 
Strategy G.3.1.b: 
Support Maine Turnpike Authority (MTA) and ATRC studies to determine the feasibility 
and desirability of realigning the I-95 interchange (Exit 75), for the purpose of better 
accommodating truck traffic into and out of the industrial park area. 

 

Strategy G.3.1.c: 
Discuss full acquisition of the Auburn/Lewiston Airport by the City of Auburn to maximize 
the economic benefits of the land and operations to Auburn and the region. 
 
Strategy G.3.1.d: 
Support the implementation of the 2006 Airport Master Plan Update to ensure appropriate 
development of airline freight services. 

 
Objective G.3.2: 
Promote appropriate local and regional mass transit opportunities. 
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Strategies to achieve this objective: 
 

Strategy G.3.2.a: 
Continue to study the establishment of passenger rail and air service at a passenger 
intermodal facility at the airport, paying particular attention to determining the market need 
for such a facility, and how such a facility would be accessed. 

i. If passenger service is viable at this location, ensure that the development of a 
passenger facility includes adequate parking to meet projected demand and that the 
facility provides adequate public transit connections to the downtown and other 
significant community destinations. 

 
Strategy G.3.2.b: 
Work with regional and state agencies to assess the potential for the expansion of passenger 
rail service from Portland to Auburn, and at some future time from Brunswick to Auburn 
via Lewiston. Also, encourage the state to work with SLA to upgrade rail lines and expand 
the current high-speed line designation from Auburn to Canada, as a step towards 
establishing passenger rail service from Auburn to western Maine and into New Hampshire 
and the Canadian provinces. 

 
Strategy G.3.2.c: 
Expand, as necessary, the local fixed-route bus service. 

i. Encourage the expansion of night and weekend bus service to provide residents and 
visitors with increased mobility and access to community destinations. 

ii. Encourage efficient routes that link residents to major employment centers in and 
around Auburn, such as the industrial parks. 

iii. Work with ATRC, as well as Lewiston and surrounding communities, to support the 
Lewiston Auburn Transit Committee (LATC) in its efforts to establish public/private 
partnerships and other creative financing mechanisms to fund additional bus 
service. 

iv. Plan for the interconnection of rail service in downtown Lewiston-Auburn and at 
Exit 75/Airport with the local bus system to provide a seamless transit system that 
reduces reliance on single-occupancy vehicles to access major residential and 
commercial areas in Auburn. 

 

Strategy G.3.2.d: 
Continue to participate in regional commuter transit programs. 
 

i. Support commuter transit programs. 
ii. Promote participation in GOMaine and other regional commuter service programs 

by maintaining adequate park and ride facilities, and by educating the residents on 
ride share services and programs. 


